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imjjsiooB
Vigorous Objection By
Mr. Perkins to Bring¬

ing Them Out.
G??"'" .ri-·-

BIO ADVANCES
PAID TO AGENTS

New York Life Shown to Have
Spent Large-. Sums to Secure

Services of Good, Equi¬
table Men.Clash
With Coun-

' eel.

(By Associated Press.)
NOTV YORK, Soptember 28..Sovoral

sensational Incidents dovelopod at tho
session of the Legislative committee on

Lifo Insurance Investigation to-day. Tho
first wa« -when George W. Perkins, vice-
president of tho New York Life in¬
surance Colnpany and member of tho
firm ot J. p. Morgan & Co., objected
to producing the books of his firm, show¬
ing a certain transaction of that firm
with the New York. Life. Mr. Perkins
offered to present a copy of the entry
In question from tho booke, but Mr.
Hughes demanded the books after several
refusals on the part of Mr. Perkins. The
books will be produced later.
In tho course of his testimony, Mr.

Perkins, when asked concerning tho dif¬
ference in tho statements of "profits
from securities" In the Massachusetts re¬
port of the company and of "net profits
from securities" In the New York re¬
port, said:
"When we get national supervision, we

won't have these conflicts botween the
different States."
Mr. Perkins testified to a number of

i· transactions in which, he represented
Morgan & Company as seller, and the
New York Life Insurance Company aa

purchaser.
Advaniei to Agents.

Another sensation was sprung later in
the day when Vice-President Thomas A.
Buckner, of the New York Life Insurance
Company, detailed the advances made to
agents, and which were carried in tho
report to tho State superintendent of In¬
surance, as "commuting renewal pro-
mlums." It woe 'brought'out'as'a, matter
of fact that these advances were loans
to agents, but were not carried as such.
Mr. Buckner testified that advances
were modo to agents sometimes as In¬
ducements to leave other companies and
enter teh employ ot tho New Tork Life.
A situation of conflict in Buffalo In 1901
between the Equitable and the New York

, Life was brought out, and In order to get
agents of the Equitable away from that
company, liberal advances and liberal
contracts wcre'maOe.by tho New York
Life.
Mr. Buckner testified 1hnt these ad-

? anees to agenta In tho Buffalo branch
of tho New York Lifo In 1902 alone ex¬

ceeded $48,000, the amount really earned
by these agents. Later Mr. Buckner
acknowledged this was mostly extrava¬
gant, and said In 1903 the amount was

cut down by half and by half the re¬

maining amount In 1902.
A copy of a contract and a confidential

letter to David IT. Dcsbecker, of Buffalo,
ono ,of the agents In question, showing
the Inducements held out for him t*
enter the employ of tho New York Lifo
¦was read. The confidential letter showed
that the Now York Lifo Insurance Com-
puny agreed to pay Mr. Derfbecker a

bonus of Í4.O0O, and to make certain ad-
vnnces to him. Any return for these
advances, Mr. Buckner said, were carried
as an neset until the end of the year,
and then they were charged off to profil
and.loBs.

.Clash W'h Mr. Hughes.
Whllo Mr. Perkins was on the stand

Hurlng the afternoon there wns some¬

what of a clash between the witness
nnd Mr. JIughes, tho first of anything of
this naturo that has occurred slnco the
committee began Its sessions. It was

when Mr. Perkins was testifying to tho
moneys in tho "Nyllc" fund, of which
he Is trustee. Mr. Perkins did not want
it to appear on tho records that the
Bgonts paid part of their snlnrlos into

tho fund under conlrnct unless tho
words "and bonuses" appeared. He said
to Mr. Hughes that ho (Mr. Hughes)
was trying to get away from something
and tho counsel hotly retorted that, ho
wns not, nnd that If Mr. Perkins would
answer his question much botter pro¬

gress would bo made with tho Investi¬
gation,

Earlier In tho day Henry R. Wlnthrop,
of the Equitable, whllo on stand, pre¬
sented a statement ot the transfers of
tho stock of tho Equitable at tho time
qf it» chango of manugomeiU and tho
directorate. Most of tho transfers Mr.

Wlnthrop was able to explain, but some

ho wns not. At tho timo of thoso trans¬
fers Mr. Wlnthrop was Iho bolder of

twonty-flvo shares. Ho thought tho
aotunl owner was Jamos ?. Hyde, as ho
turned tho checks for the dividends over

to Mr. Hyde,
Loans Will Be Paid.

Mr. Wlnthrop wiib again called to tho
stand Just hoforo adjournment, Mr.
Buckner having glvon away to explain
? trustee account brought up earlier in
the day, Mr, Wlnthrop presented a

typewritten' statement of the account,
and said tlio loans would bo paid off in
? few days, and tho collateral ontorod on

tho books of tho company· Beforo Mr.
Buokner retired, however, ho was asked
to produco a statement of the expenses
of the Paris office, with a record of tho
real ostato held thero nnd the business
that comes under that Jurisdiction.
Mr. Bucknor hud been quostloned most

of tho afternoon on tbe foreign business
nnd Its cost to tho homo office.
The committee will resume Its ses¬

sions to-morrow, i

RICHARD OLNEY
Cleveland's Former Sec¬

retary Against Pro¬
posed Legislation.

WILL NATIONAL AND
STATEBOARDSCLASH

Government 'Rate Making Means
Government Ownership of Rail¬
roads.Which Government is
It That is to Own the Rail¬

roads the State 01 the
UnLed States?.

(Special to The Tlmce-Dlspatch.)
NEW YOKK, September 28,-¿Tho reply

of the 'conservativo wing of tho Demo¬
cratic party. to'W, J. Bryan's recent open
letter to the Preeiuont on railroad rato
lcglsatloii is contained in an article by
Richard Olney In the October number
of tho North American Rovlew, published
to-day. In what is practically his first
public utterance in two years, Cleveland's
former Secretary of Stale presents his
final Judgment against the proposed leg¬
islation in tho form of a brief, covering
not only the law, but the public, policy
Involved in the agitation. The follovrtng
are some of the salent features of Mr.
Olney's urgumenti
"The Importance of the rate-making

power is not to .be considered simply in
Its relation to the carrier. The most
Important bearing of the power is upon
the public interests the carrier serves.
ÍL Is a matter ot common knowledge.of
which the courts tako cognizance with¬
out proof.thnt the great carriers of the
present day are the railroads. It Is equal¬
ly matter of common knowledge that the
rates charged by the railroads affect all
classes of the community; that, thoy
determine very largely tho outcome of
all private enterprises; and that upon
them hinges only too often the mate¬
rial well-being If not tho very existence
of towna and cities and sea-ports nnd
largo sections of country. Surely a power
the exercise of which is fraught with.
such consequences is not to be classed
legally or practically wHh tho power of
determining the 'cup quality' of teas.
The latter may well be delegated to an
executive officer or board. But to dele¬
gate the former, tho ultimate rate-making
power for railroads, to such an officer or
board would be a surrender by tho Legis¬
lature of one ot Ita most Important func¬
tions."
In discussing the effects of government

regulation upon the railroads, Mr. Olney
says: ...

State and Nation.
·. "Tbovsttiiatlon to. ¡bo.anticipated, then,
is that railroads, pVIvate properties and
representing private inveetments ag¬
gregating millions of dollars, will And
themselves controlled in the vital mat¬
ter of their charges, not by their pri¬
vate owners, bul by two public boards.,
one representative of local interests and
the other of national Interests, and both
antagonistic to the Interests ot the pri¬
vate owners concerned. Thelwo. boards
will aim at the lowest possible rates,
each In behalf of the particular busi¬
ness under Its charge, and will there¬
fore be In constant rivalry with each
other in the endeavor to extort from the
carrier the best service at the smallest
cost. Under iheso conditions anything
like skillful, just, reasonable or stable
rate-making becomes Impossible. A sit¬
uation is created Intolerabe alike to the
carriers and to tho public, and tho sure
outcome.unless the whole scheme of
government rate-making be abandoned.
is government ownership.

Governmen. Rail)cads.
"Government ownership of all railroads

Is obviously tho goal toward which some
of the government rate-makers aro striv¬
ing, while others, If not welcoming It and
not working for It, profess not to fear It,
and claim that It would at all events
bo an improvements upon tho present
status. Both point to existing Instances
of government ownership of railroads.
tho ono claiming that the results to the
public are distinctly favorable, the othor
that thoy aro at least not as detri¬
mental as Ì3 sometimes declared. But
when government ownership of the rail¬
roads of the country Is seriously consid¬
ered, our dual, political system Is at once
seen to present problems of tho greatest
character. The few and comparatively
unimportant railroads that are wholly
Intrn-State may bo properly Ignored.
Every railroad of consequence is engaged
in both kinds of trnnspori»ntlon.In trans¬
portation that begins ana ends in a singlo
State, anil In tnuisporuuion that passes
beyond State lines. Hence, If government

Continued on Second Page.)

FIVE VICTIMS OF
MURDEROUS HO

Mother, Daughter and Three
Sons Kilhd at Farm House

in Texas.
(By Associated Press.)

1SDN.A, TEXAS. Soptenlber 28_Mrs, A.
J. Conditt nnd four children, a daughter
of thirteen and threo boys from six to
ton years old, wore murdered in cold
blood .at tholr homo near here to-day.
Tho mother and daughter wero assaulted
and their bodies brutally disfigured.
A baby about two years old was tho

only ono left alive, All of them seemod
to have been murdered with somo blunt
Instrument; tholr heads wero crushed and
their throats cut with a knlfo or razor.
Tho girl nnd mother were killed in tho
house; tho hoys wore killed about one
hundred yards away.
Mr, Conditt was away working in tho

rleo fields. A negro boy about twelve
years old was plowing In a (iold near tho
house nt the timo of tho killing, and
hoard tbo children screaming. He saw
a man running after a woman, who ??*?ß
running uround tho house, Being afraid
to go to tho house, ho ran to a neigh¬
bor's* mid told what ho had seen, Tho
person informed ran to tho placo and
found tho five members of the family
killed. .Jffloors wero Informed at one«

and thu entire country Is out In posses
hi searoii of the murderer. It is supposed
thero were two of them.
Dogs have been sent for,

FALSE ALARM!

TO ARRANGE FOR
PRESIDENT'S TRIP

Important Meeting to Ee Held in

Mayor's Office To¬
night.

CITIZENS READY TO HELP

Visit of Nation's Official Head
to Be Made Grand Oc¬

casion.

Final arrangements :for receiving and

entertaining President Rocsevolt will be

made at a meeting to be hold in the
Mayor's office aft 8 o'clock to-night,
when tho special Joint committee and a

number of prominent citizens will meet

and discuss the matter. ? "·

Richmond people are enthusiastic over

the. propoeed visit of the President. Not
less enthusiastic Is the President over

his contemplated visit to Richmond. If
all accounts bo true. Indeed. It is known
that he has told both Governor Montague
and Mtiyor McCarthy recently how much
ho desired to make a trip to Richmond,
and all his correspondence on the sub¬
ject fully bears out this view.
The meeting this evening will not be

confined to members of the C'.uneil joint
committee. Citizens representing the
Chamber of Commerce and other pa¬
triotic organizations will be present and
take part, and Chairman William H.
Curtis, of the joint committee, will report
the progress made by his organization.
Tho question of cost is one that does not
enter into the matter to any great ox-

tent. The Council is willing to pay the
bills of Its joint committee for so 11s-
tlnguished an occasion, and cltlaons of
wealth and prominence airo ready to
make their contribution It there shall
bo anything lacking.

Two Others Came.
Only two Presidents have visited Rich,

mono". In recent years. They wero Cleve¬
land and McKinley,
The former came Here at tho Instance

ot his friend and compatriot. General
Fitzhugh Lee, to attend the State Fair
In 1880, and the latter wo.s in Richmond
on tho occasion of the laimchlnz of
the Shubrlck. .-I
Thero Is no question that the visit of I

(Continued on Seventh Page.)

IS
DEAD AMID STRANGEfiS

Carroll, Who Cut Hit*. Throat in
Providence, Succumbs to

Delerium- Tremens.
(Special to Tho Times-Dispatch.)

PROVIDKNCE. IX. I., Soptembor 28..
Dçath came to Robert K. Carroll, ot Rich¬
mond, Va., at tho Rhode. Island Hospital,
but not In the munnor In which ho In¬
vited It. Monday morning ho was found
blooding terribly, with his throat gashed
almost from ear to ear, and was takon
to tho hospital. Qood hopes wore hold
out that ho would recover, To-day ho Ilo«
dead, not because' of the gash In his
throat directly, but from delirium tro¬
uions. Ho had been drinking hard und
was despondent. Aftor tho gash In his
neok was attended to ho rallied slightly,
but tho shock to his nervoue system was

so great that ho could not withstand tho
"horrors," and thoy came upon him with
compelling forco, death following In great
agony.

Ills body Is at tho morgue of Thomas
P. Monahan, No. 221 Wickenden Street,
and tho undertaker has wired tho unfor¬
tunate nan's wlfo. She lives with hor
two children at No, 24<H East Broud
Street, 'Richmond, and her father, J. B.
Myors, Uves at No, BOO Louis Street, this
city.

PIT PEPPER OK
CHURCH FLOOR

K^.mcss People in Danville Vic¬
tims of Ver)',Annoying

Practical.Joke

COUGHED DURING SERVICE

Perpetrator of th;e.,|,Outr«ige Was
Scathingly Rebuked By

Irate Pastor.

' DANVILLE, VA., ', September 28:.A
general contusion' >ae' created' to-hlght
at the Holiness.Churchj: caused by some
mischievous, person- - scattering cayenne
pepper on the floor. Part of the services
at this church consist in the men and
women jumping- and singing, going
through à ceremony, that rivals an,In¬
dian -war .dance. The pepper was strewn
at the front part of tho church, and
when iho dancing started the fiery par¬
ticles begun to spread throughout tho
building, which was packed to Its ca¬

pacity. Many of the attendants who
occupied seats in front wore forced to
leave, but the Holy Jumpers continued
their performance with tears flowing
down their cheeks and while sneezing
and coughing -badly. Rev. Mr. -Garr, who
Is at tho head of this queer Beet of ro-
legious enthusiasts, scarthingly rebuked
the perpetrator of the doed, dooming
him to nn onternal hell.
A number of tho Danville Holy Jump¬

ers have recently roturned from Chat¬
ham, where thoy had a similar experience
to that of to-night. It is supposed that
somo one here heard of tho cayenne pep¬
per joke at Chatham and decided to see
how It worked.
Thero Is no clue as to tho party who

created tho confusion.

PEPPER AT REVIVAL.

Coughing and Sneezing at a Holi¬
ness Meeting.

(Special to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
CHATHAM, VA., .Sept. '28.-Tho Holi¬

ness.meeting which had been In progress
more than two weeks closed Monday
night wlt'h a service to tho colored peo¬
ple. Some person or persons on mischief
bent,. Just as tho service was beginning
scattered euyonne popper over tho build¬
ing, which, being constantly trampled
upon, soon hnd tho house filled with
the sneezo-produoing particles, which re¬
sulted In a general and continual cough¬
ing.and sneezing during tho ontlro ser¬
vice, very much lo the discomfort of
all. ,-.

The minister offered a small reward for
identification of tho mlsehlof-maliers and
In scathing language denounced thorn.
Soon nfter the service commenced Hie
doors were closed, cutting off tho venti¬
lation and adding much to iho discom¬
fort of the congregation, The meeting
was largely attended every night.

CASE OF F. A. PECKHAM
INDEFINITELYjPOSTPONED

(By Associated Pross.)
SARATOGA, N. Y. Soptomber 2S.~Tho

oaso of Frederick A. Pockhum, of Now
York, who wns arrested In «mention with
tho cotton report scandal, was to-day
Indefinitely postponed. Pecklmm Is still
under $10,000 ball,

17 WANTHELP
TO-DAY.

The 17 advertisements for help pub¬
lished hi to-day's Tlmes-Dlspatch on

nago S aro as follows:

6 Trades, 1 Office,
Q Domestics, 1 Agent,

7 Miscellaneous.
This not only Interests those out of

work, but thoso desiring to improve
their positions a» well,

WHITE ID RUEE
MARYLAND ISSUE

The Democratic State Convention
Makci Negro Suffrage Amend¬

ment the Issue

"IS A PERPETUAL MENACE"

Platform So Characterizes the
Negro- Vote As It Stands

To-day.

CSpeçlal to Tho Times-Dlere-toh.)
'' BALTIMORE.' MD., September 28..
Amid onthuslasUc cheers, tho Maryland
Stato Domocratlc Convention, which was

hold at Ford's Opera House to-day,
adopted a platform doclarlng that "tho
only Ishuo In this campaign Is whethor
negro suffrago, put upon us against our

will by forco, shall ho restricted, and Its
power for evil destroyed."
"The negro voto ss it stands to-day,"

the platfrom says, "Is a perpetual men¬
ace to tho prosperity and peace ot Mary¬
land, a menace to our very civilization,
for It Is Ignorant, corrupt, tho blind In¬
strument of unscrupulous and selfish
loaders." ?
State Senator. Joshua W. Miles, of

Somerset, was temporary chairman, and
former Stato Auditor Joshua TV. Hering,
of Westminster, permanent chairman
of tho convention. Stato Chnlrman Mur¬
ray Vnndlver In his opening speech, said
he believed firmly that the amendment
would be adopted by a largo majority!.

For White Man Rule.
The aged ex-Governor John Loo Carroll

made a stirring ploa for "white man
rulo," and General John Gill, ot Balti¬
more, and former Governor Ellhu B.
Jackson made ehort addresses.
Dr. Gordon T. Atkinson was nominated

for State comptroller without opposi¬
tion,
Senator Arthur P. Gorman occupied a

box In the theatre and was obviously
pleased that his pet mensuro had arous¬
ed such enthusiasm.
But neither Govornor Edwin Worflold

nor United States Senator Isldor Ray¬
ner was present. Neither has stated his
position on tho amendment. Tho gover¬
nor opposed It when tho law was pnssodj

(Continued on Second Page.)

CAUGHT UNDER EARTH;
HIS LIFIÄHED OUT

Andrew Huttor. "-».tally Injured
Near Bristol.Robert Kesse

Perhaps Fatally Hurt.
(Spoolal to Tho Tlmes-Dispntoh,)

BRISTOL, VA., September 28..Anlrow
Hutton, aged thlrty-??? years, Is dead
at his home, near Bristol, as (he result
of, being caught under nn elevator of
dirt at tho brick plant of Adams Brothers
and Company hero. Hutton was em¬

ployed at tho brick plant. »Vhlle Wil¬
liam A. Keith, an cx-Confedcrtt'o veteran,
was at.tho Hutton homo to-ddy to offor
his sympathy lo tho family, his home
was burned, with a total loss of almost
nil his possessions, Tho property was
without insurance.
Robert Kesse, aged fifty, ivas caught

hetween two logs at tho Bristol planing
mills to-day and sustained injuries that
will provo fai al,

M'ADOO'WOT A CANDIDATE
FOR DISTRICT ATTORNEY
(By Associated Prens.)

NJÍUV YORK, Sept. &S.-I'o|lee Commis¬
sioner MoAdoo declared to-day that ho
Is not a candidate for the office of dis¬
trici attorney on Iho Pomocrutio ticket ut
tho coming city election anil that' he
would noi accept any such nomination
it it worn offered to him. Ilia nnme
had boon auggostod as an opponent to
Mr. Jerome.

FAIR BIG THING
FDR ROÄNOKE CITY
Annual Exhibitions Con¬
tribute In Large Meas¬

ure to Prosperity.
SOCIAL BENEFIT

EVEN GREATER

Fine Opportunity for the People
of the Great Southwest to

Learn to Know Each
Other.Splendid Dis¬

play in Every
Line.

(Special; from a Stafl Correspondent.)
ROANOKE, VA., September 28..It a

good bunch ot Richmond business .men
and an equal number of farmers from
the country round about tho capital had
been here to-day In attendance, on tho
agricultural fair I bellovo Richmond
would havo ono noxt fall. Thore. was an

enormous crowd on the fair grounds, and
small wonder, for practically overy busi¬
ness house In tho city was closed until
to-night. Even thè banks and the big
Norfolk and Western repair shops and
other Industrial establishments shut
down for tho day. It looked to me that
every man who hnd a holiday went out
to seo tho fino horses anil the fat cattlo
and other farm stock and produce which
Is Îeing shown In such profusion.
A great mnny people from territory as

far south as Danvlllo, from ns far north
as Staunton, away over In Augusta
county, and from Wythevllle and beyond,
out In the southwest, oven from Blue-
field In the coal mining district, came

to the city on exoursion tickets. Thero
Is no doiVbt thoy had a good time, and
It was very evident they spent a lot of
monoy. They camo with the Intention of
doing so, and the merchants of every
character testify thoy kept their resolve.
Several housewives, to my knowledge,
did not even go to the exhibition grounds
yesterday, but spent tho day shopping,
laying In supplies for fall and winter.

Pleasur-*» for Farmers. .;.
The farmers nnd their families »have

experienced pleasure In attending tho
fair. 'Tho mrchants and tho hotel men of
noanoke have reaped the harvest. A
revival of tho old State. fair which for"
many yenrs whs an annual autumnal

feature of Richmond find Virginia Ufo
would cause Immense benefits to accrue to
the .business mon .ot.Rlohmond and tho
formers of·Virginia as·..well. This appears
so plain to the thinking observer that,
it Is only necessary that, a few Hloh-;
mond business men see what Roanoko
reaps from her fair to moke thorn wish
to achieve the same for themselves.
I havo dwelt upon the matorlal side of

Iho fair, tho advantages Roanoke derives
from hers, and tho benefits which Rich¬
mond would reap If she had one. Hut
more attractive Is tho social side. Nearly
every homo In the city has Its anota uf
guests,· friends who have* como to visit
old acquaintances or kinspeople, and to
attend the fair at the same t'mo. Tnese
family parlies' out at the fair grounds
are as jolly' as ,I can Imagino, gathered
about hampers of delicacies tho house¬
wives 'have rhad proparod against tho
timo when the. guests should bo within
their gates.' This view has no reforonco
to putting "money In tho thy purse,"
but it has to do with values nono, the
less real.
How tho people attract ono. Thoy aro

Virginians, ihoso Southwosterners. Tho
Tlmos-Dlspatch has had me living very
Intimately with Virginians of every seo-

tlon for several years. I have go. to
know tho'people of tho groat Southwest
so woll that .I havo learned to ndmlro
them moro than tlio Eastern Virginian or

tho Valley man usually does. In fart, I
havo boon accused of a distinct partial¬
ity for Southwest pooplo. However this
may be, It. Is a fact that some of tho
finest types of Virginians I have over mot
havo been theso Southwest farmers,
sturdy, self-reliant, energetic, lacking fre¬
quently in tho coating of manners. wMph
la rather more common in Eastern Vir¬
ginia, but which does not conceal hearts
that aro truer, moro courageous or more
honest than thoso which boat In tho

(Continued on Seventh Pago.)

NEAR HALF MILLION
BY CLEJUI1EIÎÏ

Big New York Institution Sur¬
renders $360,000 in Good

Securities.
(By Associated Press.)

NEW 'YORK, September 28.-^???? dotalis
of a scherno whereby tho National City
Bank, of this olty, was rocently victim¬
ized by a clover forgor, came out to-day.
Tho forger presented a bogus chock bear¬
ing the name of a well known Stook
Exchange firm, and received In return
securities valued at about ,300,000.
Pearl & Co., stock brokors, at No, 87

W/illliim, etireet, roconlly negotiated a
one-day 'loan for isoo.ooo wUUlí this
Institution. On Weilnesday a check
for tho amount ot the loan, plus
$37,50 for tho ono day's Interest, wns pre¬
sented at this bank by a stranger, who
received the security deposited by Pearl
4 Co,, for their loan, The bank
which the broker's nlied. was drawn
was ono whloh Pearl &· Company iiover
had an account, so tho forgery was not
discovered until tho check hnd passed
through tho clearing house exchange,
when It was promptly branded as ficti¬
tious. The detectives Intimato that
thoy havo a oluo to tho Identity
of tho forger, who Is believed
to have had ono or moro accomplices and
an Intimate knowledge of Poarl & Co.'»
affairs,

FIERY LETTER
?

Mrs. Vernon, of Brooklyn.
Writes Judge Cloptqn

About the Case,

SECRET MARRIAGE,
SAYS MR. SMITH

Richmond Lawyers, Convicted
Woman's Counsel, Explain»
' Away Intimations in Mrs. ,.

Vernon'·' Letter and
Int-rview in
"World."

Commonwealth's A.ttorney Page, of G
Manchester, mode public yesterday a

letter from Mrs. Emma Vernon, of
Brooklyn, which is printed below, saying
that sho cared for Ralph Smith under
peculiar circumstances.
That this letter has raised a flore«,

storm of public feeling against Mm.
Estolle Townsond Smith, lately convicted
of voluntary manslaughter and sentenced
to a flvo-yeor term In the penitentiary, is
absolutely true, and that It may end In
trouble Is the opinion of many. Mrs.
Smith's attorney, Mr. H. M. Smith, Jr.,
however, throws still further light on
tho case, which dlspole many clouds, and1
¦will tend to soften feeling toward her
a groat deal.

Mrs. Vernon's Letter.
Tho letter of Mrs, Vernon reads at

follows:
Brooklyn, ?. iY., Sept. 19, 1905^

Hon. Judge Clopton:
Dear Sir,.In to-day's edition of

tho New York American I read an
account of tho application of ¡Mrs.
Smith for a new trial for tho mur»
der of her. child, Ralph Lawrence
Smith. Enclosed you will find a
clipping from tho Now York World
of August 23, 1905, the same show»;
Ing that I havo Just cause for writ--
ing you what Is actually tho truth. "

The said Ralph L. Smith was In.my
charge from the age of ten day·
until over his fourth year during "..
vvhloh time I received occasional vis-
Its from hie father'and twice from
his mother, and notwithstanding the
publicity that was given to the caso
at the time of the published state¬
ment fac simile to the enclosed clip»

-'. ping none of the respectable relatives' .,'.
of S. K. Smith., orv of the. mother,
Mr·. E." T. Smith, ""have appeared,
although every effort was made to
discover their whereabouts' to '"'ho
purpose.. In writing you this I am not
doing It to satisfy any grudge or In
a spirit of revengo, for if I had felt
Ilko that I could have mado^ a state¬
ment that would not have'sounded
muoh to Mrs. Smith's credit, for I
havo been approached by her rela¬
tives to defame the oharactor and
disposition of the child for her bene?
fit. But.l refused to speak, choos¬
ing that tho law should tako Its.',
course. Now that the trial Is over
1 want to say that the child must
have been horribly abused to have
died In such a manner, for ho was
a Btrong, healthy .child and tho envy
of my neighbors when ho was In my
charge.

I am sorry that tho father finally
took the child away, which he did
after promising to settle with mo for ,

tho child's board. Ho bus nover
given me ono cent;
In tho account that I rocelved In

to-day's paper it states, that Ralph
is tlio o'nly child, which Is falso.
Mrs. Smith is tho mother of two chil-
dren, both boys. What has become
of tho younger brother of Ralph?

If you wish any further Informa-,
lion, I would bo only too glad to
give It to you, and will you kindly
return tho enclosed clipping, ns I
would Ilko to koop them for futuro
reference. I romain, sir,

Yours most respectfully,
MRS. EMMA VI3RNON.

901 St, John's Place, Brooklyn. N. Y.

Tries to Find the Father.
The following Is from. tho Now York

World, August 23, 1903·
Prattling In childish innocence at tho

homo of Mrs. Emma Voruou, at No. 1665
Broadway, Brooklyn. Is Ralph Lawrence
Smith, threo years old, unaware ihut ho
lias been abandoned by his lather and
thnt the woman who has reare ? him.írom
his earliest Infancy must part with Ulm
because hor husband Is ill and sho'cannot
feed threo mouths. Mrs. Vernon has ap··'"'
pealed to tho World to Cinti the; mining
parent, whose name Is said to be Saop-
purd Knapp Smith, a mombur of a
wealthy Now York family.
Though little Ralph has won a place in

Mrs. Vernon's heart as If ho wore hor
own child, sho cannot longer próvido for'
him.
Mrs. Vernon, who was then .n straight»

ened circumstances, was informed tnree
years ugo that sho could make a Ulto
money by bonrdlng a baby. She was told
to bo In Bushwlok Avenue In fho roar ot
her homo on tho evening ot October 23,
ISO». Sho wont, to the spot, and had not
been awaiting many minutes when a
eiyliuh oqulppago drove up and a young
man with u buby in his arms alighted,
"Aro you Mrs, Vernon?" ho asked, und

rocolvlng a loply in tlio affirmative, he'
placed the baby in her arms.
"My namo Is Sheppard Knapp Smith,"

he continued. "I belong to a fine old
family In Mow York and cannot afford to
let my relatives know of my predica¬
ment. My wife, whom I married secret»
ly, because my relatives were opposed
to It, U III and I shall take her some-
where to get well. You take good care
of the baby, His name Is Ralph Low»
renca Smith."
Llttlo Ralph was only ten dAys old

when his father kissed him good-bye,
Regularly for a time Mrs, Verr.oh re»
celved 112 a month for the child's board,
and Mr. Smith called occasionally to see
tho llttlo ono. The mother, never willed
and the tuther explained her absence by
tuiying that the marrlago was still a
secret. Mrs. Vernon last saw ßmith eigh¬
teen months ago, but he continued to
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